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MAKING A SUBMISSION TO THE: INQUIRY INTO THE CHILDREN AND COMMUNITY SERVICES 

AMENDMENT BILL 2019 (Section 124 BA) 

Attention: The Legislative Council Committee 

We are not faceless people but parents and grand-parents. All our lives have been a process 

of living and sharing our faith with our children. Our faith informs the way we live and our 

interaction with all around us, family and friends. It is because of our faith that our children 

have grown up to become responsible Australian citizens. 

We have spoken about our faith but let us share with you what our faith means to our 

family. Faith is more than just a series of rituals and traditions, as understood by those who 

are non-believers. In the Catholic faith, everything which we do is rooted in our belief in 

Jesus Christ. 

In this believe, Jesus is present in all seven Sacraments one of which is the Sacrament of 

Confession, properly known as the Sacrament of Reconciliation. For every Catholic who goes 

to the confessional to receive this Sacrament, he or she is called to make an honest 

examination of conscience which is necessary, to receive the healing and absolution that 

flows from God himself, acting through the priest. 

This confidence to bare one's soul can only be maintained if the person confessing 

(penitent) is assured of total privacy. Anything that is perceived as a possible risk of 

exposure will deter the penitent from going to receive what God calls him to, in living out 

his faith. 

As regular penitents of this Sacrament, we feel that this proposed amendment will cause 

serious reservations questioning whether our confession will be kept private. It will 

effectively cause doubt on the priest's ability to uphold the seal of confession. 

On the other hand if priests are incriminated, leading to a reduction of ordained priests, we 

will be deprived of a Sacrament that is integral in living and practising our faith. 

We, as parents and grandparents, regard our faith as the most precious inheritance we can 

bequeath our children and grand- children. As a matter of conscience we have always been 

mindful to teach our children how to live moral lives in every sphere of society, at school, 

university and work, as married people and parents. 
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We are proud to say that our children strive to live lives that model Australia's highest 

aspirations. We know and believe that the greatest part of their ability to live according to 

these values draw from their practice of their Catholic faith. 

As with every person, there will always be matters of the heart which are so private that 

even parents, grandparents or peers don't qualify as confidants. It may be that they seek 

the one whom they can truly pour their hearts out to, without fear of exposure nor 

judgement of character. They find this recourse in the Sacrament of Confession because it is 

God that they speak with. In the Sacrament, they receive the graces of healing and at the 

same time the spiritual strength to amend their lives which can only be a good thing for 

them and society. 

The proposed amendment to make it mandatory for priests to report what is heard during 

the Sacrament of Confession will invariably damage the confidence between penitent and 

priest, separating him or her from receiving the graces of God. 

We do not believe that those proposing these amendments fully understand what Catholics 

believe and how we live. The result of this can only be misinformed policies that become 

discriminatory and ultimately violates the faith of the citizen. 

We firmly believe that every child is a child of God and should not suffer abuse of any sort, 

especially of a sexual nature. However the seal of confession should be seen as a positive 

instead of an impediment to the protection of our children. Furthermore, the Church has 

clearly put into place practical measures to prevent and to safeguard all children. The 

professional standards office has worked with all quarters of the Catholic community in 

Western Australia and even with civil authorities to implement these measures. 

We ask you, our State Government, to respect our right to practice our faith without 

prejudice and without discrimination. 

David & Brenda lOW (Mr & Mrs) 
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Brenda low 




